
Genealogy Research at  
Huntsville Public Library 

 
In addition to the following resources, the library offers a number of 
genealogy workshops each year.  Check the calendar for details. 

 
Online 

 
Be sure to visit the library’s Genealogy page (www.myhuntsvillelibrary.com 
and click “Genealogy”) for a complete list of recommended websites. 
 
Ancestry.com – The most comprehensive resource we offer (and easy to 
use), Ancestry is one of the top places to go for family history research. 
Census records, Social Security Death Index, immigration records, 
photographs, maps, military records, and more. To access, go to 
www.myhuntsvillelibrary.com, click “Online Databases” at the left, and 
select Ancestry Library Edition. Can only be used in the library. 

 
TexShare Databases 
To access the following resources, go to www.myhuntsvillelibrary.com, click 
“Online Databases” at the left, and select “TexShare Databases.”  Call the 
library for a login and password if you are using the databases from home. 
 

 HeritageQuest Online – Your first stop for family history research.  
Federal census records, 20,000 full-text family and local history 
books, Freedman’s bank records, and more.   

 

 Handbook of Texas Online – A comprehensive online encyclopedia 
with articles on people, places, and events.  Almost no town is too 
small to be included.   

 

 InfoTrac Custom Newspapers – Local and international newspapers 
from 1980 to the present. 

 
Walker County Genealogical Society (www.wcgen.com) – The official 
genealogy society of Huntsville and Walker County. 
 
Walker County Treasures (www.walkercountytreasures.com) – Nine 
collections of photographs and documents related to Walker County. 

Flip over for genealogy books → 
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Books 
 

If you’re doing genealogy research in Huntsville, your first stop should be 
the Johnnie Jo Sowell Dickenson Genealogy Room.  It houses over 6,000 
books, newspapers, microfilm, and other resources, as well as computers 
reserved specifically for genealogy researchers.  All items in the Genealogy 
Room cannot be checked out, but we have a few books in our Non-Fiction 
collection you can borrow. 
 
Looking for some books to kick-start your family history search?  Use the list 
below as a guide. 
 
Unpuzzling Your Past: The Best-Selling Basic Guide to Genealogy 
 CS 47 .C76 2001 
 *GEN CS 47 .C76 2001 
 
Family Focused: Writing Your Autobiography & Family History 
 CS 16 .D59 1997 
 
The Handybook for Genealogists 
 CS 47 .E9 1999 
 *GEN CS 47 .H36 2006 GENERAL  
 
Organizing Your Family History Search 
 CS 44 .C375 1999 
 *GEN CS 44 .C375 1999 
 
The Handbook of American Genealogy 
 *GEN CS 42 .H3 GENERAL 
 
Genealogy Online for Dummies, 5th Edition 
 *GENE CS 21 .H47 2008 
 
The Family Tree Resource Book for Genealogists 
 *GEN CS 47 .F36 2004 GENERAL 
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